Volume 47 - Issue 22 - Friday, April 13, 2012 by Staff, Rose Thorn
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
Rose-Hulman Scholar
The Rose Thorn Archive Student Newspaper
Spring 4-13-2012
Volume 47 - Issue 22 - Friday, April 13, 2012
Rose Thorn Staff
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, library@rose-hulman.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.rose-hulman.edu/rosethorn
THE MATERIAL POSTED ON THIS ROSE-HULMAN REPOSITORY IS TO BE USED FOR PRIVATE STUDY, SCHOLARSHIP, OR
RESEARCH AND MAY NOT BE USED FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE. SOME CONTENT IN THE MATERIAL POSTED ON THIS
REPOSITORY MAY BE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. ANYONE HAVING ACCESS TO THE MATERIAL SHOULD NOT REPRODUCE
OR DISTRIBUTE BY ANY MEANS COPIES OF ANY OF THE MATERIAL OR USE THE MATERIAL FOR DIRECT OR INDIRECT
COMMERCIAL ADVANTAGE WITHOUT DETERMINING THAT SUCH ACT OR ACTS WILL NOT INFRINGE THE COPYRIGHT
RIGHTS OF ANY PERSON OR ENTITY. ANY REPRODUCTION OR DISTRIBUTION OF ANY MATERIAL POSTED ON THIS
REPOSITORY IS AT THE SOLE RISK OF THE PARTY THAT DOES SO.
Recommended Citation
Staff, Rose Thorn, "Volume 47 - Issue 22 - Friday, April 13, 2012" (2012). The Rose Thorn Archive. 71.
https://scholar.rose-hulman.edu/rosethorn/71
The Hunger Games? 
More like Boring 
Games!
A telling tale of post-gradua-
tion life from a recent alum.
False advertisement in 
the curriculum? Read more 
on Opin-
ions!
Learn more about Ste-
phen Lem-
mer, this 
week’s Ath-
lete of the 
Week.
The Oatmeal makes a 
cameo on this week’s Flip-
side!
Jason Latimer • copy editor
Twelve members of the Rose-Hul-
man Efficient Vehicles Team flew to 
Houston, Texas over Spring Break to 
compete in the Shell Eco-Marathon 
of the Americas, a multi-day event 
that pits energy efficient vehicles 
designed by schools and engineers 
from across the country against each 
other. In it, teams are given ten at-
tempts to complete a successful run 
of 10 laps around a track with their 
most fuel efficient cars. Although 
the car with the greatest efficiency 
wins, teams must also finish with-
in the given time limit, a challenge 
that tests each vehicle’s speed.
The team, along with advisor Dr. 
White, arrived at the competition 
last Thursday with their two cars, 
74 Classic and one-year-old 74 Ex-
tra Spicy, both named after the year 
Rose was founded. Last year, 74 
Extra Spicy won third place with 
1476 mpg, while 74 Classic took 
fifth with 1205 mpg. Out of over 100 
teams participating, Rose was the 
first to complete the technical in-
spection and had a head start over 
later teams. All of this, along with 
some design improvements, gave 
Rose high hopes for this year’s runs. 
“With such awesome results from 
the previous year, we were pretty 
pumped for another great year for 
2012,” sophomore mechanical engi-
neer Sam Beck said. “We redesigned 
the canopy for 74 Extra Spicy, as it 
was originally completely Plexiglas. 
However, this year’s canopy for the 
car was made out of carbon fiber 
with cutouts for Plexiglas windows. 
Not only did the canopy weigh a lot 
less, but 74 Extra Spicy’s driver, had 
much better visibility while driv-
ing.”
Despite its promising start, the 
weekend did not go as planned. Af-
ter their first practice runs, both 
cars suffered electrical issues that 
required a complete rewiring, and 
74 Classic’s engine would quit if the 
throttle has pushed more than half-
way. “One thing we learned was 
to pay attention in Electrical Sys-
tems,” Beck said. “When we ended 
up rewiring the car, we applied the 
basics of ESYS into gameplan and 
made the electrics as simple as pos-
sible.”
Universite Laval out of Quebec, 
last year’s winner with 2565 mpg, 
fell victim to unforeseen circum-
stances as well, but with a much 
harder fall.
“This year, they didn’t pass tech 
inspection until Sunday, and they 
were not able to complete a success-
ful run on the track, so they did not 
even make the leaderboard,” Beck 
said, “It sort of puts our problems 
into perspective.”
Rose managed to get both 74s 
back up and running. According to 
Beck, Rose used the common strat-
egy of “burn and coast.” In this ap-
proach, the engine initially runs for 
a certain amount of time and then 
lets off, allowing the vehicle to coast 
between 15 to 25 mph for an extend-
ed distance without burning any 
fuel. This approach may help fuel 
economy in the long haul, but teams 
must also balance it with speed.
“The more you burn, the more fuel 
you consume, but you also have to 
remember that you are racing the 
clock,” Beck said. “ At some mo-
ments, there were over 15 cars on 
the track at the same time, so an-
other key is finding a gap in traf-
fic and trying to avoid dealing with 
other cars.”
Even with the unexpected compli-
cations that arose, the team finished 
with respectable places. Out of 80 
entries in their category, 74 Extra 
Spicy placed sixth with 1134 mpg, 
and 74 Classic’s 767 mpg earned it 
13th place. From Beck’s perspec-
tive, it was a race he wouldn’t have 
passed up.
“This was my first time travel-
ling with the team to Houston, and 
it was an awesome experience. It’s 
crazy the amount of hands-on me-
chanical skills that I have developed 
in the last nine months as a member 
of RhEV,” he said. “Even though I 
wasn’t the happiest person being up 
for 40 straight hours after helping 
rewire 74 Classic, it’s an experience 
I wouldn’t trade for the world.”
Electrical issues plague RhEV competition
Efficient vehicles team look to rebound from tough finish
Top: The team is pictured with the two competition vehicles. Middle and bottom: 
the 74 Classic and the 74 Extra Spicy feature the clear and black canopies. 
Sam Beck • rose-hulman efficient vehicles team
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News Briefs
Claire Stark • staff writer
Instagram sold for one billion dollars
The picture sharing application, Instagram, was sold to Fa-
cebook earlier this week for one billion dollars. This app takes 
high resolution pictures that are easily uploaded to social net-
works from Facebook to Pinterest. The company has gained 12 
million users over the last six months, making it extremely fast 
growing. The sale was finalized days after 50 million dollars of 
venture capital was approved.
Trayvon Martin’s accused killer taken to trial
After a month of protest about the conduct of George Zim-
merman, neighborhood watch volunteers will be taken to trial 
under second degree murder charges. Zimmerman has pled 
not guilty though self-defense, claiming that Martin was tres-
passing. The prosecutor believes that the killing was brought 
on by hatred or ill-will instead of self-protection, which would 
result in a murder conviction instead of manslaughter.
Cost of e-books to be sliced
After Amazon and several publishers had been sued for price 
fixing, there is a possibility of a 33% cut in the cost of e-books, 
allowing the average cost to be $9.99. The one billion dollar 
e-book market is expected to triple in the next three years as 
more and more adults are reading e-books for its “speedy ac-
cess and portability.” E-books also mean higher profits for 
publishers, as traditional books have a profit margin of 10% 
and e-books have a margin of 50%.
Ohio man charged after six puppies found in suit-
case
Six English bulldog puppies were found in a suitcase owned 
by Howard Davis in Ohio. Howard was charged with a second 
degree misdemeanor after being identified as the owner on the 
dog tags. He claims that the dogs were adopted by a friend in 
Michigan and that the suitcase was stolen at a prior date. There 
is no idea of how the dogs returned to Ohio.
3News13 Apr 2012
Ranjana Chandramouli
staff writer
Six of Rose-Hulman’s 
many gifted faculty 
members were selected 
among the 300 best in 
the country, accord-
ing to a book published 
by The Princeton Re-
view last week. Hono-
rees (pictured clockwise, 
from top) include Dr. Bill 
Weiner, of the Applied 
Biology and Biomedical 
Engineering department, 
Dr. Richard Stamper and 
Dr. Phillip Cornwell, 
both professors of Me-
chanical Engineering, 
and Dr. Yosi Shibberu, 
Dr. Elton Graves and Dr. 
Diane Evans, who are all 
members of the Math-
ematics department here 
at Rose-Hulman.
An intensive process 
that collected data from 
thousands of colleges 
across the country helped 
The Princeton Review 
and RateMyProfessors.
com compile a list of the 
nation’s best. Starting 
with surveys and online 
data, the two collaborat-
ing companies were able 
to pinpoint colleges “at 
which students highly 
rated their professors’ 
teaching ability and ac-
cessibility,” according 
to The Princeton Review 
Press Release. From 
these colleges, they were 
able to establish a base 
list of 1,000 professors, 
which were then whit-
tled down using input 
from college administra-
tors and students and 
surveys of the professors 
themselves. The final re-
sult represents the ‘best’ 
of the over 1.8 million 
college professors across 
the country, including 
six of Rose-Hulman’s 
own faculty members.
Rose-Hulman was the 
only university from In-
diana on the list of 122 
colleges in America, and 
the six professors from 
Rose represented two of 
the nine engineering pro-
fessors and three of the 
32 math professors on 
the list. In honor of these 
professors as well as the 
entire Rose-Hulman fac-
ulty, a banner was set 
out in the Union earlier 
this week to commemo-
rate and thank those who 
give so much to make 
Rose-Hulman among the 
best in the nation. What 
sets Rose-Hulman fac-
ulty apart is their dedi-
cation to their students 
and their commitment to 
a personalized learning 
experience.
Matt Branam, our uni-
versity president, proud-
ly remarked, “Our pro-
fessors have dedicated 
their professional lives 
to the success of our stu-
dents. I know they would 
appreciate knowing how 
they have made a differ-
ence in yours.”
A complete list of the 
professors is available 
online on the Princeton 
Review website: http://
pr incetonreview.com/
best-professors.
Six Rose professors earn national distinction
Rose-Hulman News
What is there to love 
about Sharp Flats East?
Everything!
Pricing available upon request
Great location! The closest off campus housing to RHIT!
Located on Hunt and US 40
Call us today! (812) 877-1146
6710 E. Wabash Ave. Terre Haute, IN 47803
Efficiencies Utilities included 234 square feet $370/month
Studios Utilities included 266 square feet $410/month
One Bdrm. You pay electric 588 square feet $475/month
Pets Weclome Pet Fee
Amenities
•	 Within .5 mile of RHIT
•	 Rollie’s Pizza on location! 
(They serve beer, too!)
•	 Pets allowed by prior approval 
only; $200 pet fee
•	 Laundry on site
•	 Available immediately
•	 Some furnished units available
•	 Lots of parking
•	 Wi-Fi
Check www.sharpflats.com for additional housing in downtown Terre Haute
Visit Us on 
Facebook!
A game for the patient and ruthless gamer
Alex Morelli • Guest writer
Many gamers consider the 
repetitive, and often annoy-
ingly lengthy, tutorials at 
the beginnings of games to 
be a pain that they wish they 
could just skip and get on 
with the game. Dark Souls 
does little more than tell you 
how to swing your weapon, 
and leaves the rest up to you 
to find out for yourself. This 
might sound nice, but after 
playing through the first sev-
eral hours and rarely going 
more than 15 minutes with-
out dying, a tutorial doesn’t 
sound so bad. Dark Souls 
throws you into a massive 
world where common en-
emies can kill you with one 
attack, bosses commonly 
defeat teams of three play-
ers, and experienced play-
ers are allowed to enter your 
world and kill you with ease. 
If at this point you can’t even 
understand why someone 
would want to play a game 
like this, then Dark Souls 
probably isn’t for you. How-
ever, if you enjoy in-depth, 
difficult games that require 
a significant amount of skill 
to complete, then you will be 
hard pressed to find a more 
well-suited game than Dark 
Souls.
The game starts out by al-
lowing you to choose between 
a dozen classes, ranging from 
pyromancer and sorcerer 
to thief and knight. You are 
then set free to level up and 
develop your character while 
finding your way through the 
world and struggling to de-
feat the many bosses. Healing 
is primarily performed using 
a limited supply of flasks that 
your character carries at all 
times, and these flasks can be 
refilled at any time by resting 
at a bonfire. These bonfires 
serve as a sort of a home base 
where you can level up and 
heal, and they are also check-
points that you respawn at if 
you die. However, any time 
you activate one of these 
bonfires, every enemy except 
a few special foes will res-
pawn also. This means that 
the gauntlet of seemingly un-
killable enemies that you just 
spent three hours trying to 
get past are now alive again 
and the only way to return is 
to fight back through them. 
It is also worth mention that 
the graphics and atmosphere 
are beautiful, even though 
the physics can sometimes 
be a little off. While all this 
may sound overwhelming, 
players are able to summon 
other players into their world 
to assist in completing any 
area and leave hints behind 
to help other players find 
special items or 
avoid traps. On 
the other hand, 
other players are 
allowed to invade 
your world and 
attack you at just 
about any time 
with little warn-
ing. What this 
all adds up to is 
a deep and rewarding experi-
ence that still leaves you with 
so much more to explore and 
master after over 100 hours 
of playtime.
Dark Souls is simply un-
forgiving. Any creature in the 
game can be killed, including 
shopkeepers that will attack 
you if you accidentally hurt 
them. Death causes you to 
drop all of your carried souls 
(experience and currency in 
Dark Souls), and if you aren’t 
able to pick them up before 
dying again, they completely 
disappear. This usually serves 
to make the game more in-
tense, but sometimes it feels 
like the developers are be-
ing downright cruel. For ex-
ample, there is a foe that can 
curse you, causing you to die 
and have a permanent 50% 
reduction in health until you 
are able to find and use a 
rare item that the game does 
not inform you about. What 
is even worse is that curses 
stack, cutting your health by 
up to 87.5%. This makes it 
nearly impossible to leave the 
area with these enemies, let 
alone explore the world long 
enough to come upon the nec-
essary item. At times like this, 
the game crosses the line from 
challenging to just downright 
frustrating, which will under-
standably scare some players 
away. The other major flaw 
in Dark Souls is the servers at 
From Software aren’t power-
ful enough to handle the on-
line play. As a result, when you 
try to summon others players 
the game will often respond 
with “Summoning Failed,” 
forcing you to continue trying 
for another five to thirty min-
utes before it actually works. 
Even more aggravating is 
when you believe you are bod-
ing well in your duel against 
another player, only to find 
that you have been stabbed in 
the back as a result of the lag 
that is sometimes more than 
half a second. In addition to 
these problems, there are sev-
eral other technical failures 
that should be expected in on-
line play. However, the 75% of 
the time when these problems 
aren’t occurring, the online 
play is a blast.
In spite of the difficulty and 
technical faults, Dark Souls is 
an incredibly deep game that 
will leave you with an im-
mense feeling of accomplish-
ment after every defeated 
boss, compelling you to con-
tinue in your efforts to devel-
op your character and com-
plete the game. It is a unique 
gaming experience that still 
leaves you with so much more 
to explore and master after 
over 100 hours of playtime. 
Personally, I consider this to 
be not only my favorite game 
of 2011, but also my favorite 
RPG of all time, and I encour-
age anyone who considers 
themselves to be a serious 
gamer to give it a try. 
Review rating: 4 elephants
“Hunger Games”? More like “Boring Games”
Katrina Brandenburg
living editor
“The Hunger Games” is the 
first movie in this series of nov-
els. It provides a little bit of action 
mixed with a lot of pathos. And 
that is right were the problem 
with this lies.
The movie is entertaining and 
is reasonably true to the book. 
However, some of the scenes that 
were altered or moved around in 
terms of timing changed the tone 
and the impact of those scenes for 
the worse. The acting also does 
little to help the already altered 
script. Some of the moments 
that should be sweet or romantic 
come across as cheesy and pro-
vide comic relief that probably 
was not intentional assuming 
that we are still working from the 
book here.
 Furthermore, the truly big 
dramatic moments of the book 
that had such potential for the 
big screen lost their luster. Mo-
ments when big decisions were 
made and internal conflict raged 
became merely a girl with a braid 
breathing heavily for a moment 
before making the obvious 
and predictable decision. Most 
emotions were lost on the ac-
tress’s face, which seemed only 
capable of a semi-serious stare 
with lips parted to enable the 
heavy breathing.
As for the actors, emotions 
seemed a little beyond one or 
two of them. The possible heart-
break to which it tries to allude 
looked a lot like prepubescent 
brooding over something minor 
like broccoli with dinner. Any 
touching moments between the 
less important characters and 
the main character were glossed 
over into trivialities as well. 
Overall, the film could still pos-
sibly be recommended for a lit-
tle lighthearted entertainment, 
since the saddest moments lack 
any emotional appeals to re-
ally draw in the viewer while the 
more emotion laden moments 
provide laughter instead of sap.
Review rating: 2 elephants 
”Dark Souls is simpy unforgiving.
http://wikimedia.org
http://the-numbers.com
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Katrina Brandenburg 
living editor
Perhaps surprisingly, some of 
the graduates of Rose-Hulman 
who obtain engineering degrees 
discover engineering is not the 
career path for them and do not 
become engineers. That is what 
happened to Andrew Steen fol-
lowing a lecture series he took 
his senior year here in 2002 as he 
finished his pursuit of a degree in 
mechanical engineering. 
Steen was in Dr. Hulbert’s lec-
ture series over medical devices 
and implants and was “intrigued 
by dental implants and the possi-
bility of improving dental practic-
es with advances in other medical 
fields.” Because of this, he did 
further coursework at Marquette 
University in biomedical engi-
neering and dental materials. He 
even eventually “created an op-
portunity to intern in the Dental 
Services Branch and the Division 
of Toxicology in the FDA’s Office 
of Science and Engineering Lab-
oratories…[in which he] helped 
companies bring safe and effec-
tive devices to the market.”
Today, Steen works “in the 
Dental Devices Branch in the Of-
fice of Device Evaluation (ODE)/
Center for Devices and Radio-
logical Health (CDRH)/Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA)” 
where he serves as the leader of a 
“team of statisticians, clinicians, 
and scientists for the review of the 
design and composition, labeling, 
pre-clinical testing, and clinical 
testing of dental devices” before 
the products reach the public in 
the marketplace. Although this 
work does not include any de-
signing, he is putting his skills to 
use to “think like an engineer, a 
clinician, and sometimes a law-
yer.” Beyond this, he also takes 
part in developing standards for 
the American Standards Insti-
tute, American Dental Associa-
tion, and International Organiza-
tion for Standards. He says that 
the work is “continuous, reward-
ing, and intrigues the mind with 
all types of new science and de-
vices.”
Steen did state that graduates 
of Rose-Hulman could earn more 
money working in private indus-
tries and that his job requires 
him to live in the Washington, 
D.C. area where the cost of liv-
ing is “exceedingly high.” He lives 
outside the beltway area where 
the suburbs are “typical big city” 
but also house tourist-attracting 
monuments. Living in the capitol 
has enabled him to play for sev-
eral years on “semi-competitive” 
soccer teams with “multinational 
rosters,” which led to his current 
hobby of watching the DC United 
soccer team.
He also says, “Regulatory af-
fairs jobs in the private industry 
as a consultant or directly for 
a company are found all over 
the country so working for the 
government for the rest of your 
career is not required and vice 
versa,” and says, “Long careers 
can be made in the Center for De-
vices and Radiological Health for 
engineering experts and for lead-
ers regardless of specific degree 
if they have the ability to com-
municate, continue to learn, and 
understand issues outside their 
specific area of study...”
For current students of Rose-
Hulman, Andrew Steen offers the 
following advice: “In addition to 
your engineering and logic train-
ing, practice listening to others, 
understanding what they’re try-
ing to say, and thinking about 
how you can help them. Every-
thing else can be looked up in 
books.”
The Rose-Hulman Alumni Ad-
visory Board contributed to this 
article.
One lecture series, one changed path
Beach ready
Morgan Lopez
staff writer
The weather this year has 
been a bit unusual. With such 
great temperature fluctuations 
over days, you may find yourself 
in a swimsuit on short notice. 
Everyone knows that eating 
better and working out can give 
you back last summer’s beach 
body-- but weight loss isn’t in-
stantaneous. Luckily, looking 
good in a swimsuit isn’t just 
about your BMI. It’s a function 
of many variables including 
what suit you’re wearing, how 
you’re wearing it, and what you 
ate before you put it on. The fol-
lowing are tried and true tips 
you can follow 24 hours or less 
in advance of making your 2012 
bathing suit debut.
•   Avoid the stuff that makes 
you puff
Salty or sugary foods can 
cause you to retain water, ob-
scuring muscle tone and mak-
ing you look heavier. Dairy and 
simple carbohydrates can have 
a similar effect. Avoid these 
foods up to 24 hours before go-
ing out. Drinking lots of water 
can help flush bloating solutes 
from your system. Addition-
ally, avoid large meals and opt 
for frequent small snacks the 
night/ morning before.
•   Wear  a suit that comple-
ments your body
People often wear the wrong 
suit for their unique shape. 
What’s in style isn’t always 
stylish on everyone, and what 
looks good on the hanger might 
not look great on a person. 
Selecting the right suit isn’t 
about covering up what you 
don’t like; it’s about highlight-
ing your best assets and feel-
ing comfortable in what you’re 
wearing. 
You’ll always look best in 
what you’re most comfortable 
in. As far as poolside cover-ups 
go, pick a single item to carry 
along. Old button-down shirts 
are great for preventing back 
sunburn, and flatter the torso. 
Sarongs (those big scarf-like 
bolts of cloth) are incredibly 
versatile and are great for those 
of us ladies who feel uncom-
fortable with a lot of leg show-
ing. 
•   Body language says it all
Having good posture can 
make or break your beach look. 
Keeping your shoulder blades 
back and spine straight not 
only improves your profile, but 
makes you look confident—and 
confidence is sexy. What’s not 
sexy is trying too hard. Sucking 
it in or flexing all day is easy to 
call out. When you eventually 
slip up, people aren’t going to 
notice your physical flaws as 
much as they will recognize 
your attempts to conceal them.  
•   Healthy is hot.
Doing physical activity can 
leave you feeling fit and toned 
for hours (Personally, I feel that 
I look my best after going for a 
jog). Moderate to heavy resist-
ance workouts (e.g Weight lift-
ing or pilates) increases blood 
flow to muscles, giving tem-
porarily increased definition. 
Always wear sunblock while 
working out or strutting your 
stuff. It’s safe to say that no one 
finds peeling skin a turn-on. 
On the topic of skin, most 
girls and many guys shave to 
look good in their swim ware. 
Virtually everyone gets some 
degree of razor burn, ingrown 
hair, and other irritation. Try 
to let skin to be shaved soak 
in warm water (in the bath or 
shower) for eight to ten min-
utes before applying shave 
cream or gel generously. This 
softens the cuticle of the hair. 
Always use a sharp blade and 
slow down! Speed-shaving in-
creases irritation and can cause 
you to slip up and nick up your 
skin.
To recommend a willing alumnus/a in a 
nonTradiTional engineering role for an 
arTicle in This secTion, send an email To 
Thorn-living@rose-hulman.edu!
1234 Wabash 
Avenue
(812) 
232-7272
Store Hours
Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Pizza Needs Your help.
Pizza is an important part of the Thorn staff. Specifi-
cally, Papa John’s pizza. Papa John’s is behind every 
article the Thorn has run, every picture the Thorn has 
taken, and every staffer the Thorn has known. Let piz-
za be behind you too. Call Papa John’s, order a pizza... 
and let them know you saw it first in The Rose Thorn.
”Healthy is hot
5living13 apr 2012
In my junior year of high school, my 
teachers and advisors finally started to 
push me towards figuring out where I 
wanted to go for college. Having a 3.74 
GPA, a 33 ACT score, an aptitude for 
mathematics and science, and an insa-
tiable thirst for knowledge, I of course 
thought of the most well-known insti-
tute of technology in America: MIT. So, 
one Friday in April, my Mom bought a 
pair of plane tickets to Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, and we went to check out 
MIT’s Physics department. After a 
quick tour of the general facilities, 
I ended up talking with a professor 
who taught junior level physics there. 
He told me that since my plan was 
ultimately to go to graduate school, 
my best bet would be to first attend 
a small, private science/engineering 
school for my undergraduate degree, 
and then apply to MIT for the gradu-
ate program. His example of a school 
I should look into was Rose-Hulman 
Institute of Technology. 
So, having the advice of an MIT 
professor, I looked into Rose. When I 
found out that there was a degree in 
nanotechnology here, I was ecstatic, 
and my heart became set on coming 
here. From the small class sizes that 
reminded me of high school to the 
open door dorm policy, I loved my first 
year here at Rose. However, after the 
general education stuff was out of the 
way, I started to wonder when I would 
actually learn about the advertised na-
notechnology that my degree was sup-
posed to encompass. Finally, in the 
winter of my sophomore year, I got to 
take EP 280, Introduction to Nano-
technology. In that class, we learned 
about nano-scale scaling laws, quan-
tum wells and dots, and the basics of 
bandgap theory, among other things, 
with the final project of the class be-
ing a twenty minute presentation 
about some aspect of nanotechnol-
ogy of our choosing. I count that class 
as the most relevant to my supposed 
field that I have taken, or likely will 
take, here at Rose-Hulman. 
I say this because the follow-up class, 
Nanotechnology: Entrepreneurship 
and Ethics, ended up just being a class 
on modeling nanoparticles using com-
puter software, with occational stops 
for a presentation by somebody in the 
class on a special interest topic. That’s 
EP 380, or at least the rendition of it 
that I took. EP 280 and EP 380 com-
prise the complete set of classes that 
are unique to the Engineering Physics 
major. Everything else is the basic 
sophomore engineering block, about 
a quarter of an optical engineering 
degree, and the semiconductors cer-
tificate. After 380, the closest I ever 
got to nanotechnology was Micro-
Electo Mechanical Systems (MEMS) 
classes 1 and 2, which are cross-listed 
in 9 departments and are part of the 
semiconductors certificate. 
So, I ask, where is the nanotechnol-
ogy focus? Was I really expected to 
learn enough in two terms to connect 
all my other courses to nanotechnol-
ogy? I rather think not, especially giv-
en that the mission statement for the 
Engineering Physics degree found on 
the program website is nearly identi-
cal to the mission statement for the 
Optical Engineering program, with the 
exception that all but one instance of 
the word “optics” was replaced with 
generalized engineering jargon. As I 
understand things, the degree used to 
be focused on semiconductor phys-
ics instead of nanotechnology, which 
is much more consistent with the re-
quired course load. If a genuine nano-
technology degree was expected to be 
the outcome of the current Engineer-
ing Physics curriculum, then the draft-
ers of the degree’s required course list 
cheated themselves just as much as I 
feel I was cheated by the description.
Benjamin McDonald
Class of 2013
Corey Taylor • faculty writer
Over the past few weeks I 
pondered different ideas for 
my penultimate column of the 
academic year. I usually set-
tle on a topic several days 
before the deadline and be-
gin writing soon afterward, 
but between the rush before 
spring break, spring break it-
self, and the mad dash of this 
week, nothing stuck. Com-
bined with the just-in-time 
sensibility that Rose-Hulman 
encourages—demands?—
when it comes to meeting 
deadlines, I was at a loss.
Help came on Tuesday af-
ternoon in the form of Dr. 
Thom. On that day my friend, 
colleague, and fellow word-
slinger visited my subterrane-
an office and we chatted about 
sundry matters, including my 
ideas for this column. As Dr. 
Thom is wont to do, he offered 
wise counsel. Here’s what I 
came up with:
We’re currently running 
highly successful iCAST and 
Great (sorry, “Great”) De-
bate sessions, on campus and 
around the country, which are 
yielding telling results about 
Rose-Hulman at present and 
what we might accomplish in 
the future. I enjoyed the on-
campus session I attended in 
February; it was good to talk 
semi-formally with faculty 
and staff colleagues about 
what makes Rose-Hulman 
work well and how it could 
work even better.
Before spring break, I no-
ticed that the Great Debate 
setup in the Moench Commons 
was packed with students mill-
ing around a bulletin board 
overfilled with sticky notes. 
The notes contained respons-
es to the question, “What is 
Rose-Hulman’s Best Quality?” 
or something like that. Maybe 
the allure of free t-shirts drew 
the crowds (faculty received a 
free book and lapel pin), but 
it seems that people through-
out the college community 
want to provide input. I’m all 
for self-analysis. Reflecting 
on what we do well, what we 
can do better, what we don’t 
do but should, and so on will 
improve the college.
We do a lot of things right, 
but one of those things isn’t 
hiring external academic 
administrators.
We are 0-for-3 in that cate-
gory, failing to secure an exter-
nal Dean of the Faculty (DoF) 
in 2010 and 2012—ditto for an 
external Vice President of Aca-
demic Affairs (VPAA) in 2011. 
Dr. Cornwell was selected as 
VPAA after an internal search 
in summer 2011, and he serves 
the college with distinction. 
Dr. Kline has done a tremen-
dous job as Interim DoF for 
the past two years, but next 
year he will occupy the new 
position of Dean of Innovation 
and Engagement. Dr. Stamper 
has been appointed Interim 
DoF for 2012-2013.
Next year, we will spend 
more time and money on a 
third external DoF search. 
From what I know about the 
most recent failed search, 
we aren’t entirely to blame. 
Negotiations can get weird 
and protracted. These 
things happen.
I wonder: Why are iCAST 
and the Great Debate suc-
ceeding, while lengthy, labo-
rious, and expensive searches 
for high-level administrators 
fail? There must be something 
amiss that we are not address-
ing, that we are unable to or 
haven’t yet identified during 
this recent self-examination. 
What might be causing this 
to happen? There’s probably 
not a single, satisfactory an-
swer. But it’s a question worth 
posing and the answers are 
worth seeking. A seemingly 
tangential topic might pro-
vide an answer: Vigo County 
recently received a report 
card from Ball State Univer-
sity’s Center for Business and 
Economic Research. We got 
Cs and Ds in four of the five 
graded categories—except for 
arts, entertainment, and rec-
reation, which earned an A. 
(Our public parks also fared 
well; view the entire report 
card at http://asset.cberdata.
org/#vigo.) While this insti-
tute may not be known for 
arts, entertainment, and rec-
reation, we are in fact a major 
contributor to the cultural life 
of the Wabash Valley.
A suggestion: Next academ-
ic year, when we run a third 
search for a Dean of the Fac-
ulty, let’s emphasize to final-
ists the fantastic artistic and 
entertainment opportunities 
that Rose-Hulman provides 
for the campus and the Terre 
Haute community. Sure, these 
things have little to do with en-
gineering, science, and mathe-
matics, and may lack measura-
ble and quantifiable values, but 
shouldn’t we promote them to 
candidates? We (should) value 
their presence—why not trum-
pet them to others?
Maybe we could help per-
suade a Dean and her or his 
family to move here if we 
show them that we’re more 
than a small, excellent, Mid-
western STEM college. 
Was Engineering Physics too ambitious with curricular expectations?
http://technutnews.com
The other side of the desk
Rose-Hulman’s best quality? Try the arts
 Letters
to the editor
6 OpiniOns   issue 22
Stephan 
Lemmer
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
Taking home their sixth 
victory in as many matches 
by defeating conference op-
ponent Mount St. Joseph on 
Wednesday, the Rose-Hul-
man tennis team improved to 
6-4 on the season and is now 
in third place in the HCAC 
standings. 
Winning his past six singles 
matches, senior Stephan Lem-
mer has contributed greatly 
to the overall sucess of the 
Rose-Hulman squad. Lemmer 
also plays No. 2 doubles with 
teammate Ian Stevenson. The 
duo has been victorious in all 
of their last six matches.
For his stellar performance 
last week, senior mechanical 
engineering major Stephan 
Lemmer has been named 
Athlete of the Week. He was 
gracious enough to answer a 
handful of questions for The 
Rose Thorn.
Rose Thorn: When did 
you start playing tennis?
SL: When I was very young, 
probably in early elementary 
school.
RT:  What influenced you 
to first start playing?
SL: My mother got me start-
ed playing when I was young, 
and I mostly just played dur-
ing the summers for elemen-
tary and middle school. Then 
in high school I started play-
ing competitive matches and 
investing more time and en-
ergy into it.
RT: What do you enjoy 
most about playing tennis?
SL: That moment when 
the ball comes off the strings 
feels fantastic, and you know 
it’s going exactly where you 
meant for it to go. No matter 
what the stroke, or whether 
it’s in practice or a match, 
that’s one of the best feelings 
in the game. 
RT: What is the weirdest 
thing that has ever happened 
to you in a tennis match, prac-
tice, etc.?
SL: I was playing doubles 
with some older guys, really 
relaxed, just kind of hitting 
around. It’s about 8:30 at 
night. The guy who’s serving 
tosses the ball up, takes a nice 
easy swing, and knocks a bat 
out of the air.
RT: What has been your fa-
vorite moment as a member 
of the Rose-Hulman tennis 
team?
SL: Trying to pick a favorite 
moment as a member of the 
team is tough, there are quite 
a few good ones: everything 
from big matches to long bus 
rides to team dinners. One 
that I remember particular-
ly well was, as a freshman, 
watching our 2nd seed beat a 
kid that he, by all measures, 
had no business beating.
RT: What has being a part 
of the tennis team meant for 
you? Anything specific it has 
brought you or changed about 
you on and/or off the court?
SL: From the first time I 
started playing, it’s always 
given me something to work 
towards that wasn’t “easy.” 
It’s in the nature of this sport 
that there’s always someone 
better than you, and there’s 
always a shot that you need 
to work on. So you know that 
you can always move forward, 
which is nice. I think that this 
is a big part of how I look at 
life – there’s always some-
thing to work on, something 
to make better.
RT: What other activities 
are you involved in at Rose?
SL: I’m a member of the 
Rose-Hulman concert band, 
as well as the swing dance 
club.
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
After starting the sea-
son 0-4, the Rose-Hulman 
men’s tennis team is on 
the up and up after win-
ning their last six matches. 
Beginning on April 2, the 
squad commenced a slate of 
four matches over the span 
of four days.
Starting off against 
Bluffton University in 
an away match, the team 
picked up its first win of the 
season, a 9-0 shutout. Fac-
ing Indiana University-East 
the next day, Rose-Hulman 
pocketed another victory 
8-1.
The team then returned 
home on April 4 to face off 
against conference oppo-
nent Anderson University. 
With another 8-1 victory, 
the squad earned its third 
win in as many days. 
The following day, the 
Engineers traveled to take 
on Oakland City University. 
In a hotly contested match, 
tied 4-4 at one point, Rose-
Hulman senior Stephan 
Lemmer won the last match 
of the day, giving the Engi-
neers the victory. Also win-
ning for Rose-Hulman were 
junior Ben Paras at the No. 
1 singles position, junior 
Devon Fritz in No. 2 singles, 
and freshman Ray Mont-
gomery at No. 6. Lemmer 
also added a victory along-
side junior Ian Stevenson in 
the No. 2 doubles team.
Taking only a short break 
before facing Defiance Col-
lege last Saturday, the Rose-
Hulman squad finished off 
their unbeaten week with 
an 8-1 victory. 
On Wednesday even-
ing, the team matched 
up against the College of 
Mount St. Joseph, looking 
to capture a sixth straight 
win. Winning five out of the 
six singles matches, the En-
gineers would go on to win 
the match 6-3 overall. 
The team now stands at 
6-4 overall, with a 4-2 re-
cord against HCAC oppo-
nents. With their victory 
on Wednesday, they now 
move into third place in the 
conference standings. Last 
season, the Rose-Hulman 
men’s tennis team won 
their first first conference 
regular season title in pro-
gram history. 
They next face Greenville 
College at home this Friday 
at 5 pm on the Joy Hulbert 
tennis courts. Greenville 
goes into the Friday match-
up with an overall record 
of 7-6. The Engineers will 
then be traveling to take on 
Transylvania University on 
Sunday.
Tennis team 
rallying
Kurtis Zimmerman • news editor
Rose-Hulman baseball 
dropped to two games be-
hind Anderson University 
with a 7 - 1 loss to the Ravens 
Tuesday afternoon.
Strong pitching and two 
quick runs in the first paced 
the conference leaders 
straight to a tightly-defend-
ed HCAC win.
Seniors Will Burchett and 
Jamie Weinle led the Engi-
neer effort with two singles 
each, and Burchett scored 
the lone run for Rose-Hul-
man, bringing in sophomore 
Hank Akard off an Anderson 
fielding error.
Leading the pitching effort 
were senior Ryan Fuller and 
freshman R.J. Carroll, with 
just one run allowed out of 
the bullpen.
The Engineers enjoyed 
a successful Spring Break, 
finishing the long week 5 
- 3 thanks to a three-game 
sweep of College of Mount St. 
Joseph. They also emerged 
victorious from the series 
against Bluffton University 
with 7 - 4 and 4 - 3 wins.
Rose-Hulman dropped to 
8 - 3 in HCAC play and 17 
- 8 overall after the Ander-
son loss, and they look to 
rebound with a three-game 
series this weekend against 
Hanover College. The Pan-
thers currently sit in fourth 
place in league standings, a 
half-game behind Franklin 
College.
 The Engineers look to 
make their fifth consecu-
tive appearance in the four-
game HCAC Tournament 
which kicks off in just under 
a month. Last year Rose-
Hulman fell to Manchester 
in a rare two-day game, and 
the Engineers were tourna-
ment champions in 2009 
and 2010.
Baseball 
stands second 
in conference
7SportS13 Apr 2012
This, with 95 percent accuracy, is the Flipside Disclaimer. Its purpose is to remind you that everything on this page is not too be taken too seriously. Any likeness to real events or people are almost certainly intentional, and hopefully recognized as such. Any suggestions for future 
content or changes should be emailed to thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu. Any complaints about material being “not funny” should also be emailed to that address, whence I will have a hearty chuckle about its content, sharply sneer at the computer, then promptly delete the email.
Wacky prof quotes
“It’s all about breeding...
just like college.” 
— Dr. Rogge. What is 
this word, “breeding,” you 
speak of?
“We’ve established that 
this is an engineering 
school, we don’t do three-
ways. Hell, we barely even 
do two-ways.”
–Dr. Stienstra. Thanks 
for reminding us of 1. the 
Rose Ratio, 2. the general 
lack of social engagement, 
and 3. my poor hygiene.
“Chemical engineers 
love stripping.”
–Dr. Henthorne. On 
distillation columns and 
alternative professions 
for those who fail Meat-
balls.
“These things are so 
skinny that if you put 
spandex on them they 
could be supermodels!”
–Dr. Morris. Maybe if 
we allowed food in the 
labs we could fatten ‘em 
a bit. Wait, what are we 
talking about, again?
Rose Profs say crazy 
things. E-mail them 
to the Flipside at 
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu. 
And don’t forget, 
emailing your quotes 
could win you a $25 
Visa gift card!
Top “10” Ten
Excuses that will definitely (not) get you out of an assignment
Thorn Staff • It’s Spring and we still haven’t showered!
10. The questions were stupid: More specifically, 
there were too many problems and I didn’t know how to do 
any of them.
9. My dog ate my homework: Yes, this has happened 
five times this quarter. “What are the odds?” you ask. Well 
I’ll tell you the odds, they’re–RUN!
8. You told me not to multitask so I put my home-
work down and just watched my show: Part of college 
is learning how to make sacrifices. I feel I should get partial 
credit for successfully sacrificing some that’s important.
7. My mom forgot to put it in my backpack: She’s 
usually so good about it. She always puts it in my backpack 
after she makes my lunch but before she combs my hair. I’ll 
have to tell her to step it up.
6.  It was too hard: And there were, like, 4 problems to 
do. What are we, machines? There are movies to watch and 
games to be played!
5. There wasn’t a due date on it so I assumed it 
was optional: I at least perused the problems when you 
handed it out. Doesn’t that count for something? 
4. I was counting on you cancelling class today: 
To be honest, I, to some degree, count on this happening 
almost every day.
3. I started unt–ALL GLORY TO THE HYP-
NOTOAD: The Hypnotoad is great. The Hypnotoad is just. 
We love the Hypnotoad!
2. I couldn’t find the solutions manual: I looked 
everywhere, even on the internet. There was one website 
that had it but you had to pay, so I said, “No. I will not pay 
for a good grade in this class. That would be unethical.” 
Extra points for ethicality, please!
1. Due tomorrow? Do tomorrow: The universally ac-
cepted and generally followed philosophy for college stu-
dents everywhere.
Melissa Schwenk
potential failure
Disaster struck last Saturday 
as the graduating class sat down 
to complete their Principles 
of Fungineering exams. What 
began as one person’s mental 
breakdown quickly escalated 
into anarchy, as test takers be-
gan rebelling against proctors in 
all eight exam rooms. In the end, 
all 246 scores were invalidated 
and the test takers banned from 
future Principles of Fungineering 
exams.
The trouble began when Ol-
ivia C. Discord was prohibited 
from using her lucky “Adventure 
Time” pencil. Although she had 
petitioned the testing board prior 
to the exam for use of the utensil 
due to a medical condition, her 
claim was denied.
In their response to Ms. Dis-
cord, the testing board stated 
that “allowing the use of per-
sonal writing utensils would give 
students too much encourage-
ment by bringing comfort to an 
exam that is only meant to bring 
pain.”
Upon being told by the exam 
proctor that she would need to 
leave her favorite pencil outside 
the exam room, Ms. Discord be-
came agitated, stating that she 
would be unable to pass the exam 
without the utensil. The proctor 
responded by stating that she 
would be unable to even sit the 
exam with it.
As Discord became more and 
more agitated, other students 
began speaking up on her behalf. 
One student, Ryan Dogud, re-
called that the discussion became 
more heated. “Several students 
just wanted Olivia to quiet down 
and knew that there would be no 
peace while she could not use the 
pencil. They just kept begging the 
proctor to let her have it so they 
could begin the exam.”
Unfortunately for every-
one in that room, the proctor 
would not allow Discord the 
use of her pencil, causing her 
to flip one desk and jump on 
top of another. Dogud recalls: 
“She just jumped up there 
like a cat. It 
seemed like 
s o m e t h i n g 
had snapped 
inside her 
and there 
was no way 
she would 
calm down 
for the exam 
after that.”
After being 
told that their 
exams were 
invalidated 
since the proc-
tor was unable 
to get control 
of the room, 
the students 
stormed out 
into the hall-
way and into 
the other 
exam rooms, 
where other 
seniors were 
calmly taking 
the exam.
The intru-
sion caused 
p a n d e m o -
nium, with 
many test tak-
ers believing 
that a terror-
ist group had 
infiltrated the 
school in an 
effort to make 
them fail. Fist fights broke out 
as one senior, Fistee Magee, tore 
an exam booklet from the hands 
of Eric Bored. Eventually a pie 
that a student brought for lunch 
was thrown, instigating an eight-
room food fight, with snacks 
and drinks being hurled across 
desks.
Eventually the Private Security 
officers arrived on the scene, tas-
ing several larger students and 
one wispy girl, who was later sent 
to the emergency room. Casu-
alties of the incident included 
the previously stated cherry pie, 
the Adventure Time pencil that 
sparked the incident, and the 
hopes and dreams of every stu-
dent taking the exam.
Exam Day Disaster!
Trouble at the Principles of Fungineering Exam invalidates every score
Matthew Inman • http://theoatmeal.com
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